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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: WIPO, EIND 

SUBJECT: WIPO PERMANENT COMMITTEE FOR DEVELOPMENT 
COOPERATION RELATED TO COPYRIGHT AND 
NEIGHBORING RIGHTS, GENEVA, MARCH 16-20 

1 . THIRTY-THREE MEMBER STATES OF THE PERMANENT COMMITTEE 
WERE REPRESENTED AT ITS SECOND SESSION AND FIFTEEN STATES 
WERE REPRESENTED BY OBSERVERS. THREE INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS (ILO, UNESCO, ALECSO) AND THIRTEEN INTER 
NATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS WERE REPRESENTED 
BY OBSERVERS. 

2. THE DELEGATE OF INDIA WAS UNANIMOUSLY ELECTED CHAIR- 
MAN AND THE DELEGATES OF GHANA AND NETHERLANDS VICE- 
CHAIRMEN. 

3. USDEL ADVISED THE PERMANENT COMMITTEE THAT ON 
JANUARY 3, 1978, THE REGISTER OF COPYRIGHTS SUBMITTED A 
DOCUMENTARY REPORT TO CONGRESS ON WHETHER THE U.S. COPY- 
RIGHT LAW SHOULD BE AMENDED TO PROVIDE A PERFORMANCE 
RIGHT IN SOUND RECORDINGS. USDEL ALSO NOTED THAT 

THE REGISTER OF COPYRIGHTS SUBSEQUENTLY RECOMMENDED THAT 
THE COPYRIGHT LAW BE AMENDED TO PROVIDE SUCH A RIGHT, 

AND THAT IF PROPOSED LEGISLATION WERE ADOPTED, THE UNITED 
STATES COULD EXPLORE THE QUESTION OF ADHERENCE TO THE ROME 
CONVENTION. THESE ANNOUNCEMENTS WERE GREETED WITH MUCH 
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INTEREST BY VARIOUS NATIONAL AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL DELE- 
GATIONS. 

4. USDEL ALSO TOOK LEAD IN CONGRATULATING WIPO AND 
M. MASOYE (DIRECTOR. WIPO COPYRIGHT AND PUBLIC INFO. 

DEPT.) FOR PREPARATION AND PUBLICATION OF "GUIDE TO 
THE BERNE CONVENTION." 
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5. PERMANENT COMMITTEE DID NOT TAKE SUBSTANTIVE ACTION 
AT THIS SESSION. COMMITTEE DID REVIEW: 

(A) STATUS OF ACCESSIONS TO OR RATIFICATIONS OF COPY- 
RIGHT AND NEIGHBORING RIGHTS CONVENTIONS; 

(B) STEPS BEING TAKEN TO ALLEVIATE DIFFICULTIES FACED 
BY DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IN SECURING TRANSLATION RIGHTS 
IN FOREIGN WORKS; 

(C) DEVELOPMENT OF TRAINING PROGRAMS AND TEACHING 
OF COPYRIGHT FOR OFFICIALS AND PUBLIC IN DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES. VANDEN HEUVEL 
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